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26th DECEMBER 2025

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY)
•	 Context: The 25th anniversary of the Pradhan Mantri 

Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) was observed recently. 

About Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY)
•	 It was Launched in 2000 to provide all-weather road 

connectivity to eligible, previously unconnected 

rural habitations. 

•	 It established the 

foundation for universal 

rural access by linking 

villages with markets, 

educational institutions, 

and healthcare facilities.

•	 It has emerged as a 

key enabler of agricultural growth, employment 

generation, improved access to education and 

health services, and poverty alleviation.

Objectives
•	 It aims to ensure all-weather access to habitations 

with population thresholds

•	 It aims to facilitate access to schools, healthcare, 

and markets.

•	 It aims to spur rural job creation through construction 

and maintenance.

•	 It aims to reduce isolation and improve income 

opportunities.

Phases:
•	 Phase - I:  Road connectivity projects for a total of 

1,63,339 rural habitations have been sanctioned 

nationwide.

•	 Phase - II (2013):  Introduced in 2013 and focused on 

strengthening and consolidating the existing rural 

road network.

	 	 It prioritized the upgradation of economically 

important routes linking rural markets, growth 

centers, and service hubs, with the objective 

of improving transportation efficiency and 

accelerating rural economic development.

	 	Launched in 2016, the road connectivity project 

for Left Wing Extremism Affected Area (RCPLWEA) 

is a targeted intervention for infrastructure 

development covering 44 most severely affected 

Left Wing Extremism (LWE) districts and adjoining 

areas across nine States- Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, 

Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Odisha, Telangana, and Uttar 

Pradesh.

•	 Phase - III (2019) focuses on upgrading 1,25,000 km of 

Through Routes and Major Rural Links to strengthen 

connectivity between rural habitations and key 

socio-economic institutions, including Gramin 

Agricultural Markets (GrAMs), higher secondary 

schools, and healthcare facilities.

•	 Phase - IV (2024): Phase IV of the Pradhan Mantri 

Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) aims to provide all-

weather road connectivity to 25,000 unconnected 

rural habitations, based on Census 2011 population 

criteria

100 Years of Communist Party of India
•	 Context: The Communist Party of India completed 

100 years, marking a significant chapter in India’s 

history. 

Key Facts
•	 The Indian Communist 

movement drew strong 

inspiration from the 

Russian Revolution 

and Lenin.

•	 Three political 

strands leading to 

CPI Formation:
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	 	 Diasporic Revolutionaries Led by M. N. Roy and 

others active in the US, Mexico, Europe, USSR, 

Kabul and Berlin; connected to the Communist 

International (Comintern).

	 	 Indian Left Groups: Local Communist groups in 

Lahore, Bombay, Calcutta and Madras, seeking 

coordination within India.

		 Growth of labour organisations, especially the 

formation of the All-India Trade Union Congress 

(AITUC) in 1920.

About Tashkent Meeting (1920)
•	 Indian revolutionaries, with Comintern approval, 

formed a Communist Party in Tashkent.

•	 It is aimed at overthrowing British imperialism and 

establishing socialism.

•	 It lacked links with Indian-based revolutionary 

groups and mass support inside India.

About Kanpur Conference (1925)
•	 Indian Communist groups held a national conference 

in Kanpur and resolved to formally establish the 

Communist Party of India (CPI).

•	 It declared goals of ending British rule and creating 

a workers’ and peasants’ republic.

•	 It occurred in a politically symbolic location due to 

labour presence and earlier Bolshevik conspiracy 

cases.

Santhali Language
•	 Context: President Droupadi Murmu released the 

Constitution of India in the Santhali language.

Key Facts
•	 The Constitution of India is now available in the 

Santhali language, written in the Ol Chiki script.

•	 The Santhali language was included in the 

Eighth Schedule of the Constitution through the 

92nd Amendment Act, 2003.

•	 It is spoken by a significant number of tribal people 

in Jharkhand, Odisha, West Bengal and Bihar.

About Eighth Schedule
•	 The Eighth Schedule to the Constitution of India lists 

the official languages of the Republic of India.

•	 Part XVII of the Indian Constitution deals with the 

official languages in Articles 343 to 351.

•	 The Eighth Schedule includes the recognition of the 

following 22 languages:

	 Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada, 

Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi, 

Nepali, Odia, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Sindhi, Tamil, 

Telugu, Urdu, Bodo, Santhali, Maithili and Dogri.

	 	 Of these languages, 14 were initially included in 

the Constitution. Subsequently, Sindhi was added 

in 1967; Konkani, Manipuri and Nepali were added 

in 1992; and Bodo, Dogri, Maithili and Santhali 

were added by the 92nd Amendment Act of 2003.

•	 English is absent from the list of 22 languages in the 

Eighth Schedule. It is one of the 99 non-scheduled 

languages of India.

27th DECEMBER 2025

New Entrants in India’s Domestic 
Aviation Market
•	 Context: The Ministry of Civil Aviation has granted No 

Objection Certificates (NOCs) to two new airlines, 

Al Hind Air and FlyExpress, clearing the way for their 

launch next year.

Key Facts
•	 In 2026, apart from these two carriers, Uttar Pradesh-

based Shankh Air, which already has a No Objection 

Certificate (NOC), is likely to start operations.

•	 India has emerged as the world’s third-largest 

domestic aviation market. 

•	 India currently has nine scheduled domestic airlines 

in operation.

•	 IndiGo and the Air India Group (Air India and Air 

India Express) together account for over 90 per cent 

of the domestic market.
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•	 IndiGo alone holds more than 65 percent market 

share, intensifying concerns over a de facto duopoly.

•	 Other scheduled carriers include Akasa Air, SpiceJet, 

Star Air, Fly91, and IndiaOne Air.

•	 Systemic Concerns: The dominance of IndiGo was 

highlighted when about 4,500 flights were cancelled 

recently.

•	 It has intensified concerns over systemic risks and 

limited resilience arising from heavy dependence on 

a single carrier in India’s domestic aviation market.

Samudra Pratap
•	 Context: The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) inducted the 

first in-built Pollution Control Vessel (PCV), 

SAMUDRA PRATAP (Yard 1267) under the 02 PCV 

project of Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL). 

About Samudra Pratap
•	 It is the first indigenously designed and built Pollution 

Control Vessel of the Indian Coast Guard. 

•	 It is the largest ship in the ICG fleet, significantly 

enhancing the Coast Guard’s operational reach and 

capability.

•	 It is equipped with state-of-the-art technology, 

including a 30 mm CRN-91 gun, two 12.7 mm 

stabilised remote-controlled guns with integrated 

fire control systems, an indigenously developed 

Integrated Bridge System, Integrated Platform 

Management System, Automated Power 

Management System, and a high-capacity external 

firefighting system.

•	 With over 60% indigenous content, the induction 

of this ship reinforces the vision of Government’s 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India initiatives.

Kimberley Process
•	 Context: The Kimberley Process (KP) Plenary has 

selected India to assume the chairmanship of the 

Kimberley Process from 1 January 2026.

Key Facts

•	 The Kimberley Process is a tripartite initiative 

involving governments, the international diamond 

industry and civil society to prevent the trade in 

conflict diamonds. Conflict diamonds are rough 

diamonds used by rebel groups or their allies 

to finance conflicts that undermine legitimate 

governments, as defined in United Nations Security 

Council resolutions.

•	 The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme 

(KPCS), established pursuant to a UN resolution, 

came into effect on 1 January 2003.

•	 Members: The Kimberley Process (KP) is open to 

any country that can meet its standards. Currently, it 

comprises 60 participants representing 86 countries, 

with the EU and its 27 Member States counted as 

one participant under the European Commission. 

India is a founding member of the KP. The members 

account for over 99 percent of the global rough 

diamond trade.

•	 The chair oversees the implementation of the 

Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) 

and operations of the working groups, committees 

and administration that activate the KP.

•	 Secretariat: The Kimberley Process Secretariat is 

headquartered in Gaborone, Botswana.

28th DECEMBER 2025

INS Vagsheer
•	 Context: President Droupadi Murmu created history 

by undertaking a dive and operational sortie 

aboard the indigenous Kalvari-class submarine INS 

Vaghsheer.
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About INS Vaghsheer
•	 It is the sixth and final submarine of the Indian Navy’s 

Kalvari-class (Scorpène-class) under Project 75, 

built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited with 

French technology transfer. 

•	 Other submarines of this class are Kalvari, Khanderi, 

Karanj, Vagir and Vela.

•	 It is named after the sandfish; it enhances India’s 

underwater combat capabilities with advanced 

stealth features.

K-4 Missile
•	 Context: India recently tested the K-4 submarine-

launched ballistic missile (SLBM) from the nuclear-

powered submarine INS Arighaat in the Bay of Bengal. 

About K-4 Missile
•	 With a strike range of around 3,500 km, the DRDO-

developed K-4 missile substantially enhances 

India’s sea-based nuclear deterrence. Earlier, 

the first nuclear-powered submarine, INS Arihant, 

commissioned in 2016, was equipped with K-15 missiles 

limited to a 750 km range.

•	 Derived from the Agni-III missile, the K-4 is India’s 

longest-range sea-launched strategic weapon and 

can carry a 2.5 ton nuclear warhead.

•	 The K-4 programme, along with future K-5 and 

K-6 missiles in the 5,000-6,000 km range class, is 

critical for narrowing India’s strategic gap with major 

nuclear powers, as the US, Russia, and China already 

deploy SLBMs with ranges exceeding 5,000 km.

Note

INS Arighaat, the country’s second nuclear-

powered submarine with nuclear-tipped ballistic 

missiles (called SSBN in naval parlance), was 

commissioned in 2024.

29th DECEMBER 2025

INSV 	Kaundinya
•	 Context: Indian Naval Sailing Vessel Kaundinya, 

sailed on her maiden overseas voyage from Gujarat 

to Oman.

Key Facts
•	 INSV Kaundinya is a stitched sail ship, based on 

a 5th century CE ship depicted in the paintings of 

Ajanta Caves.

	 	 It is named after Kaundinya, the Indian mariner who 

sailed across the Indian Ocean to Southeast Asia.

	 	 It has been constructed using traditional stitched 

shipbuilding techniques, employing natural 

materials and methods that date back centuries.

•	 The project was undertaken through a tripartite 

agreement between the Ministry of Culture, the 

Indian Navy and Hodi Innovations as part of 

India’s efforts to rediscover and revive indigenous 

knowledge systems.

•	 The voyage retraces ancient maritime routes that 

once connected the western coast of India with Oman.

•	 The expedition is expected to significantly 

enhance bilateral relations between India and 

Oman by reinforcing shared maritime heritage and 

strengthening cultural and people-to-people ties. 

The ‘K’ in the K-series of missiles 

is a tribute to APJ Abdul Kalam 

(Scientist and former President of India), who 

played a key role in India’s Integrated Guided 

Missile Development Program (IGMDP).
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IS 19412 : 2025: New BIS Standard for 
Incense Sticks
•	 Context: The Union Minister for Consumer Affairs, 

Food and Public Distribution, released IS 19412:2025 

– Incense Sticks (Agarbatti) — Specification, an 

Indian Standard developed by the Bureau of Indian 

Standards (BIS).

Key Facts
•	 The standard classifies Agarbatti into machine-

made, hand-made, and traditional masala 

agarbattis, and prescribes requirements for raw 

materials, burning quality, fragrance performance, 

and chemical parameters.

•	 The standard specifies prohibited use of certain 

insecticidal such as Alethrin, permethrin, 

cypermethrin, deltamethrin, and fipronil, as well 

as synthetic fragrance intermediates like benzyl 

cyanide, ethyl acrylate, and diphenylamine.

•	 India is the world’s largest producer and exporter 

of agarbattis, with the industry estimated at around 

`8,000 crore annually and exports of about `1,200 

crore to more than 150 countries. 

•	 Supports a vast ecosystem of artisans, MSMEs, and 

micro-entrepreneurs.

•	 The sector supports a large ecosystem of artisans, 

MSMEs and micro-entrepreneurs, providing 

substantial employment, particularly for women in 

rural and semi-urban areas.

About Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
•	 The Bureau of Indian Standards is the National 

Standards Body of India under the Ministry of 

Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, 

Government of India. 

•	 It is established by the Bureau of Indian Standards 

Act, 2016 which came into effect on 12 October 2017.

•	 Headquarters: New Delhi.

•	 Functions: 

	 	 Formulation of Indian Standards (IS) across many 

sectors.

	 	 Product Certification Schemes, both voluntary and 

compulsory.

	 	 Release of Quality Control Orders (QCOs): Making 

compliance with certain Indian Standards 

mandatory for some products.

•	 The schemes operated by BIS are, Product 

Certification (ISI mark), Management Systems 

Certification, Hall Marking of Gold and Silver 

Jewellery/Artefacts and Laboratory Services for the 

benefit of the industry and in turn aiming at consumer 

protection.

30th DECEMBER 2025

JIVA Programme
•	 Context: The JIVA programme in drought-prone 

Nanded district of Marathwada has been beneficial 

for small and marginal farms.

Key Facts
•	 The JIVA programme (Joint Initiative for Village 

Advancement), launched in 2022 by the National 

Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development 

(NABARD), is an agroecology-based initiative to 

promote natural farming in India.

•	 The program is implemented in three phases viz., 

Learning Phase and Upscaling and Consolidation 

phases.

•	 Objectives of the Programme:

	 	 Promote long-term sustainability of farming systems 

using natural and low-cost inputs.

	 	 Strengthen resilience against climate variability 

and drought through ecological methods.

	 	 Enhance soil health, biodiversity, and food security 

in rural landscapes.

	 	 Facilitate a shift from input-intensive to ecosystem-

based agriculture for small and marginal farmers.

•	 Focus Areas: Implemented in existing watershed and 

tribal development projects in ecologically sensitive 

regions.
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Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 
(CBAM)
•	 Context: The European Union has begun rolling out 

the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM), 

which will significantly impact steel and aluminium 

exporters.

About Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 
(CBAM)
•	 It was introduced in 2023, taxes certain imported 

goods based on the carbon emissions generated 

during their production.

•	 It is an import duty imposed by the European Union 

on goods produced outside Europe.

•	 It applies to products made using processes with 

higher carbon emissions than those permitted for 

European manufacturers. 

•	 The objective is to prevent “carbon leakage”, where 

production shifts to countries with weaker climate 

rules.

•	 It is in a transitional phase from 2023 to 2025 and 

will fully come into force in 2026.

•	 Under CBAM, imports are taxed based on the carbon 

emissions generated during their production.

•	 CBAM currently covers steel, aluminium, cement, 

electricity, fertilizers, and some other goods, 

though India exports limited quantities of non-metal 

products to the EU.

Impacts on India
•	 India is the second-largest exporter of steel and 

aluminium to the EU, after China.

•	 Since most Indian steel is produced using blast 

furnaces, which are carbon-intensive, Indian exports 

will face higher costs.

•	 As a result, exports to the EU may become economically 

unviable, pushing Indian companies to explore 

alternative markets in Africa and West Asia.

•	 There is uncertainty about whether CBAM will be 

applied at a company level or country level.

•	 The Indian government is seeking a CBAM 

exemption through an ongoing free trade agreement 

(FTA) negotiation with the EU.

31st DECEMBER 2025

PRAGATI : Pro-Active Governance and 
Timely Implementation
•	 Context: The Prime Minister chaired the 50th meeting 

of PRAGATI.

Key Facts
•	 PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance And Timely 

Implementation) is a technology driven governance 

and monitoring platform launched by the Prime 

Minister’s Office (PMO) in 2015.

•	 Aim: To improve public administration and accelerate 

implementation of government programmes and 

projects.

•	 PRAGATI functions as a tripartite platform integrating 

three hierarchical levels: the Prime Minister’s Office 

at the apex, Union Government Secretaries as 

the middle tier, and State Chief Secretaries as the 

operational base.

•	 The primary purposes of PRAGATI are:

	 	 Project Monitoring: Track progress of high-value 

and critical infrastructure projects and resolve 

delays or bottlenecks. 

	 	 Programme Implementation: Ensure timely and 

efficient execution of government schemes and 

missions. 
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	 	 Grievance Redressal: Address persistent public 

grievances by integrating with systems like Centralised 

Public Grievance Redressal and Monitoring System 

(CPGRAMS) for citizen complaints.

Key Achievements
•	 377 projects have been reviewed under PRAGATI, 

and across these projects, 2,958 out of 3,162 identified 

issues – i.e., around 94% have been resolved.

•	 Several projects that had remained stalled for 

decades were completed or decisively unlocked 

after being taken up under the PRAGATI platform.

Financial Stability Report (FSR)
•	 Context: The Reserve Bank of India’s December 2025 

Financial Stability Report (FSR) assesses systemic 

risks to India’s financial sector and evaluates the 

resilience of banks amid domestic strength and 

global uncertainties.

Key Highlights
•	 Growth outlook remains positive: The RBI noted that 

real GDP growth surprised on the upside in the 

first two quarters of FY 2025-26, registering 7.8% 

in Q1 and 8.2% in Q2. Growth was supported by 

strong private consumption and public investment.

•	 Improvement in Banks’ Asset Quality: The asset 

quality of Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs) 

has improved further. The Gross Non-Performing 

Assets (GNPA) ratio declined to 2.1% in September 

2025. Strong recoveries, prudent lending practices, 

and better risk management have supported this 

improvement.

•	 Capital buffers remain adequate: The capital to risk-

weighted assets ratio (CRAR) remained strong as of 

September 2025, with public sector banks at 16% 

and private sector banks at 18.1%. 

•	 Unsecured Loans Emerging as a Key Vulnerability: 
Unsecured loans accounted for 53.1% of total retail 

loan slippages. Unsecured loans contributed nearly 

76% of slippages for private banks, compared with 

15.9% for public sector banks.

•	 Fintech Lending: The RBI flagged elevated impairment 

among borrowers who have taken unsecured loans 

from five or more lenders, highlighting the role of 

fintech firms. Over 70% of fintech loan portfolios 

consist of unsecured loans.

•	 Stablecoins risks to monetary sovereignty: The 

RBI reiterated concerns that stablecoins could 

undermine central banks’ ability to regulate money 

supply and financial stability. The risks posed by 

stablecoins, especially those denominated in foreign 

currencies, could erode monetary sovereignty and 

weaken monetary policy transmission.

•	 Rupee Depreciation: The rupee depreciated against 

the US dollar due to falling terms of trade, high tariffs 

and a slowdown in capital flows. 

About Financial Stability Report (FSR)
•	 The Financial Stability Report (FSR) is a biannual 

publication by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) that 

assesses the stability and resilience of the Indian 

financial system.

•	 It offers insights into the health of various components 

of the financial sector, including banking, non-

banking financial institutions (NBFCs), mutual funds, 

insurance companies, and financial markets.

1st JANUARY 2026

Pralay Missiles
•	 Context: Defence Research and Development 

Organisation (DRDO) successfully conducted a 

salvo launch of two ‘Pralay’ missiles off Odisha coast 

in quick succession.
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Key Facts
•	 Pralay, is an indigenous surface-to-surface short-

range quasi-ballistic missile.

•	 Range and Payload: Pralay has an operational range 

of approximately 400 km and carries a payload 

capacity of 500 to 1,000 kg.

•	 Propulsion: It is powered by a solid-propellant rocket 

motor.

•	 The missile is equipped with a state-of-the-art 

navigation system and integrated avionics, ensuring 

precision targeting even in challenging terrains.

•	 It is capable of carrying multiple types of warheads 

to engage a wide range of targets.

Nagesh Kapoor
•	 Context: Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor on Thursday took 

charge as the IAF’s Vice Chief of Air Staff, succeeding 

Air Marshal Narmdeshwar Tiwari, who retired after four 

decades of illustrious service to the nation.

About Nagesh Kapoor
•	 During his distinguished flying career, Air Marshal 

Kapoor has flown all variants of the MiG-21 and 

MiG-29, accumulating more than 3,400 hours of 

flying experience on a variety of combat and trainer 

aircraft, the defence ministry said.

•	 Prior to this appointment, he served as the Air Officer 

Commanding-in-Chief of the South Western Air 

Command (SWAC).

•	 Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor assumed the 

appointment of Vice Chief of the Air Staff, IAF, on 

1 Jan 26. Commissioned into the Flying Branch of 

IAF in Dec 1986, he has a rich experience of flying 

on various fighter and trainer aircraft of the IAF,” the 

Indian Air Force (IAF) said in a post on X.


